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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims : 



1-47. (canceled) 



48. (pre^trmsl)t^£esentea): me apparatus ot claim 74, turther comprising: 
a thermal insulator positioiiedlinBast-pwliall}^ around an exterior surface of the energy 



delivery device. 



49. (canceled) 



50, (prexoouSty-pFeserited): The apparatus of claim 74, further comprising: 
a thermally conductive materiaTcSDpliagjhesensor to an exterior surface of the distal 



51-52. (canceled) 

(Jjibvmutily pr6seritad)! 1 hb Ut>t)aiami> Of tlaiiii 74, whciclli Ihil UlMgy UlH vciy 
device is an RPfen^gy delivery device coupled to an RF energy source. 

54. (previously presentetl);The apparatus of claim 74, wherein the energy delivery 
device is a resistive heating element coiipl^d to a resistive heating source. 



55. (previously presented): The apparatus of cfeKl74, wherein the energy delivery 
devi c g' lS a mlWOW^v e prob^ C OUpHJd lU a miuuwuv ' o oouroo f 
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56-73. (canceled) 



an energy delivery device including a proximal portion and a distal portion, the energ)^ 
delivery device being configure4 to deliver sufficient energy to a selected site to effect a^ 
contraction in at least a portion of collagen containing tissue at the selected site, th^^^tal portion 
including a thermally conductive material; and 

a sensor completely enclosed by the thermally conductive materiaj^^d positioned within 
the thermally conductive material to detect a thermal energy firom th^*^lected site and fi-om an 
adjacent fluid medium, the sensor producing a thermal feedback^gfgnal which represents a 
composite of the thermal energy detected fi-om the selectedsi^e of the collagen containing tissue 
and fi-om the fluid medium, the energy delivery device kicluding circuitry for supplying the 
thermal feedback signal to a feedback control systejn for adjusting a level of energy delivered by 
the energy delivery device to at least the portiofi^f the selected site of the collagen containing 
tissue. 



75. (currently amended): TJie apparatus of claim 74, further comprising a surface 
material separate from the thernpnlv conductive material forming at least part of an exterior 
surface of the energy deliveiyaevice and covering at least part of the thermally conductive 
material. 



16, (previa^^sly presented): The apparatus of claim 75, wherein the surface material 
comprises staiiJess steel. 

7X (previously presented); The apparatus of claim 74, wherein the thermally conductive 
materfal that surrounds the sensor extends fi-om a distal tip of the energy delivery device to a 
3i itifin prnwimni to thf 
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J 78 (p l ^v i^; n l^ ^ ll y F r ^rrr n tf^ fl)- Th ? nprnrnn^fi "^""'""^ "■■imti ni m tM n aU i n i n y fii i ■ j 
supplying the thermal feedback signal to the feedback control system comprises a conductor 

79. (previously presented): The apparatus of claim 74, wherein the therm^y conductive 
material that surrounds the sensor forms at least part of an exterior surface ome energy delivery 
device. 

80. (previously presented): The apparatus of claim T^^vherein the part of the exterior 
surface formed by the thermally conductive material ext^s from a distal tip of the energy 
delivery device to a position proximal to the sensory/^ 

81 . (previously presented): The am^atus of claim 79, wherein the part of the exterior 
surface formed by the diermally conducive material includes substantially all exterior surface of 
the energy delivery device from a djiflal tip of the energy delivery device to a position proximal 
to the sensor. X 

82. (previously absented): An apparatus comprising: 

an energy delb^ry device including a proximal portion and a distal portion, the energy 
delivery device bej(fig configured to deliver sufficient energy to a selected site to effect a 
contraction in aj^east a portion of collagen containing tissue at the selected site, the distal portion 
including a t^rmally conductive material; 

a sensor completely enclosed by the thermally conductive material, the sensor being 
positiofied within the thermally conductive material to detect a thermal energy from the selected 
sit^id from an adjacent fluid medium, the sensor producing a thermal feedback signal which 
^presents a composite of the thermal energy detected from the selected site of the collagen 
'fe u iilaiiiiim llssut mid4rom tho fluid modium; and 
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n f rrfi hark n o n t rnl .j i liiii i m i j i lti d to th r ^ r n n nr nnri rnnfi[pirnf1 to rnonivn thn thermal 

feedback signal and adjust a level of energy delivered by the energy delivery device to at le^ 
the portion of the selected site of the collagen containing tissue. 



83. (currently amended): The apparatus of claini 82, further coniprimg a surface 
material separate from the thermallv conductive material forming at leagf part of an exterior 
surface of the energy delivery device and covering at least part of thermally conductive 
material. 



0 



84. (previously presented): The apparatus of^im 83, wherein the surface material 
comprises stainless steel. 

85. (previously presented): The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the thermally conductive 
material that surrounds the sensor exten^from a distal tip of the energy delivery device to a 
position proximal to the sensor. 

86. (previously presenj^): The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the thermally conductive 
material that surrounds the^^nsor forms at least part of an exterior surface of the energy delivery 
device. 

87. (previously presented): The apparatus of claim 86, wherein the part of the exterior 
surface formedl^y the thermally conductive material extends from a distal tip of the energy 
delivery device to a position proximal to the sensor. 



y88. (previously presented): The apparatus of claim 86, wherein the part of the exterior 
surface formed by the thermally conductive material includes substantially all exterior surface of 
th^nergy delivery device from a distal tip of the energy deUvery device to a position proximal 
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(pt ' eViously presentad). A mUhud o f ddivuiiigeiiet ' ^V, llieineiliod conpi^uig : 

providing ail energy delivery device including a distal portion having a thenrjaUy""^ 

conductive material and a sensor completely enclosed by the thennalW^^ettfluctive material, the 

sensor being positioned within the thermally conductiy.e in^ti^i'Srto detect a thermal energy from 

the selected site and .from an adjacent fluid medhtsft; 

delivering sufficient energy witj^th^istal portion of the energy delivery device to a 

selected site to effect a contractiemn at least a portion of collagen containing tissue at the 

selected site; 

producing^hermal feedback signal which represents a composite of the thermal energy 
detected frcJm the selected site of the collagen containing tissue and from the adjacent fluid 
mpdiuin with the sensor; and 

adjusting a level of energy delivered by the energy deUvery device to at least the portion 
M't t l fi Sff l^il si l ^MMS^M ^^ ' 1 \ \V '\ \\\A f' ■ ^ 

90. (previously presented): The method of claim 89, wherein delivering sufficient 
energy to the selected site to effect a contraction in at least a portion of collagen containing tissue 
at the selected site causes fluid medium in a vicinity of the portion of collagen containing tissue 
to increase in thermal energy, and the method further comprises: 

moving the energy delivery device away from the portion of collagen containing tissue at 
the selected site after delivering sufficient energy; and 

moving the energy delivery device back toward the portion of collagen containing tissue 
at the selected site, after moving away, and sensing an elevated composite temperature due to the 
increased thermal energy in the fluid medium. 

91. (previously presented): The method of claim 90, wherein at least part of the 
increased thermal energy in the fluid medium is dispersed through the fluid medium. 
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92, (previously presented): The method of claim 90, wherein delivering an adjusted 
level of energy comprises delivering a lower level of energy to reduce overheating of the 
previously heated portion of collagen containing tissue, the lower level of energy being based on 
the elevated cdmposite temperature that was sensed. 

93. (previously presented): , The method of claim 89, vvherein: 

delivering sufficient energy to the selected site to effect a contraction in at least a portion 
of collagen containing tissue at the selected site causes fluid medium in a vicinity of the portion 
of collagen containing tissue to increase in thermal energy, 

producing a thermal feedback signal comprises sensing an elevated composite 
temperature due to the increased thermal energy in the fluid medium, and 

delivering an adjusted level of energy comprises delivering a lower level of energy to 
reduce stray contractions caused by increased thermal energy in the fluid medium. 



■94. (prgVlmialy 0ie<)UllieU'j: TllB"hiethod oi claim 8 9, wnerem tnem 
tllti iHtfBiiclll^/ tUiiduiti¥ 0"m Q.toriaLto » thc«s «i6e£> 



j 



